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MICHIGAN DISTRICT
THE 2013 MICHIGAN AKTION CLUB DISTRICT CONVENTION WAS THE BIGGEST EVER!
15 Michigan Aktion Clubs and 142 members and volunteers participated in this monumental event that was
held in Vestaburg on September 20 – 21. Brighton, Charlevoix, Lapeer, St. Johns, Antrim/Kalkaska, Jackson,
Washtenaw, Monroe, Kalamazoo, Hillsdale, Mason, St. Louis, Macomb, Lansing, and Detroit #1 clubs all enjoyed the leadership, fellowship and service opportunities offered at the convention.
Attendees enjoyed listening to our special guest speaker Richard Prangley, participated in a fund raising
activity, talent show, speech contest, poster contest, and various arts and craft activities. Lots of fun was
had by all playing putt-putt golf, attending the evening dance and campfire as well. The St. John’s Kiwanis
Club cooked and served all the delicious meals and the Charlevoix Aktion Club topped off the event with a 6
foot banana split on Saturday. A very special thank you to Carrie Anderson for organizing and directing the
convention!
The Awards Ceremony was a highlight of the convention. Congratulations to the following awards recipients.
Speech Contest: Kelly Mason
Scrapbook Contest: 1st Lapeer, 2nd Kalamazoo, 3rd Monroe
Poster Contest: 1st place; Jessica Leppek, 2nd place tie: Eric Dekoekkoek and Jamie Sylvester, 3rd place;
Kelly Mason
Aktion Club Members of the Year: Pat Wilson (Antrim-Kalkaska) ; Lisa Whinni (Livingston County); Sam
Lyon (Brighton/Howell); Erik Dekoekkoek (Kalamazoo); Marci Bankhead (Lansing Peckham Helping
Hands); John Scheffer, (Mason Rural Outreach); Mark Maxwell (Monroe).
Agency Advisor of the year: Bruce Greenberg (Lansing Peckham Helping Hands)
Distinguished Club Awards: Antrim-Kalkaska Aktion Club, Jackson Aktion Club, and Lansing Peckham
Helping Hands Aktion Club.
Aktion Club Zone Advisors: Ed Buday, Susan Devon, Jerri Jones, Linda Lather and Myrna Shelly
A special thanks to this year’s Aktion Club Governor, Steve Russell! Steve did a wonderful job all year and
rocked the floor with his speech at the Michigan Kiwanis District Convention. Thank you Steve for your
hard work and service leadership.
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Hello, district administrators! Here is what I have for you this week.
Meet Kiwanis International President Gunter Gasser
“This year,” Kiwanis International President Gunter Gasser says of 2013–14, “we are building bridges for children to the future. ‘We’ means it will take teamwork. ‘Build’ stands for result-oriented projects. ‘Bridges’ normally provide a safe path over
a difficult crossing. ‘Children,’ of course, are our target group. And the ‘future’ means we’re creating projects with concrete
solutions and great sustainability.”
A lieutenant governor in 1993–94 and Austria District governor in 1999–2000, Gunter Gasser is Kiwanis International president at a time when the organization initiates a five-year strategic plan along with a global campaign for growth. “I don’t like
the idea of children not having a future,” he says. “They need our help, and that help comes from the grassroots level: our
clubs. To build bridges for these children, we need clubs with strong, healthy memberships. With more hearts and more
hands, we can do more for the children of the world.” Read more about Kiwanis International President Gunter Gasser in the
October 2013 Kiwanis International Magazine.

Annual Achievement reports
Please send all Annual Achievement reports to the Kiwanis International office by October 15. Patches will be mailed out
shortly thereafter for Honors and Distinguished clubs. Link to the report here.

Reminder: Quarterly Reports-Now Due!
Please send the following link out to all clubs in your district. Reports are due by October 15.
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/4thqtrreport

Boost your club’s sponsorships with toolkit tips
Corporate sponsorships can bring additional financial resources, heightened community awareness and increased membership to your club. The new sponsorship toolkit, complete with downloadable resources, can help you to start or expand your
Kiwanis-family club's sponsorship program.
The sponsorship toolkit includes proposal templates and information that will help all Kiwanis-family clubs tap into the power
of sponsorship. You will learn how to:
● Inventory your club’s marketable assets
● Price your event offerings
● Seek corporate support and develop long-term relationships with sponsors
Sponsorships benefit everyone: Your club gets more funds and your sponsors enjoy the benefits of associating with Kiwanis,
a local and international organization respected for its impact in the community. Begin today with the Kiwanis Sponsorship
Toolkit.

Lend a hand this Halloween
Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF is your club’s chance to lend a helping hand this Halloween. You can host a talent show, dance,
trunk-or-treat, pumpkin carving or decorating contest, haunted house, ghost run—or whatever your club thinks will be the
most fun. The funds you and other Kiwanis-family clubs collect will once again support The Eliminate Project. So all those
coins—which have added up to more than US$1.1 million the past two years—will save and protect mothers and babies from
maternal and neonatal tetanus. It’s easy to participate. Pick your fundraising activity. Order collection boxes. Collect donations. Fill out the gift form and submit it with your club’s donations. Celebrate your hard work! Join 2013 Trick-or-Treat Celebrity Ambassador Laura Marano this Halloween and Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF to make a better world for families everywhere.
Do your part to help eliminate MNT—and save or protect even more moms and babies this year!

The Eliminate Project Fundraising Update
THANK YOU! We have saved or protected 15,410 lives with a collection of US$27,738 since last week. Great progress to
reach our US$2 million benchmark and we wanted to thank each and every one of you that made this great stride possible.
K Kids Club - US$146
Builders Club - US$199
Key Club International - US$24,622
Circle K International - US$963
Aktion Club - US$1,808
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It is that time of year again when Aktion Club Advisors will need to go to the Kiwanis International Aktion
Club website to update rosters and file year-end report. The Membership Update Center is where you go to
update your club information, roster, and print your dues invoice. Member dues should be received by November 1 to receive the Early Bird Patch. Just follow the easy step by step instructions below if you need
help in remembering how to do it.
Updating Roster:
1) www.aktionclub.org
2) Click “ Membership Update Center”
3) This will prompt you to Kiwanis Connect.
4) Enter your email: ________. Enter your Password _________
5) Make sure organization is selected. For example: “ Lansing: Peckham Helping Hands (Aktion Club)
6) Membership update center Icon on left. Click
7) “Dashboard” normally appears automatically. On that page you can update officers, etc.
8) Click/select “Members”
9) From that point on, pretty easy. If you want to Add or delete you can.
10) Then click/ select “Roster Complete-Print Invoice” to find out what you owe in dues.
File quarterly/ year end reports:
1)

www.aktionclub.org

2)

Click” Resources”

3)

Click ”Administrator and Advisor Resources”

4)
Normally the Quarterly Report Link will be active and will prompt you to the current survey/report.
Other times it won’t. But normally there is a Quick link on right you can use.
5)
It comes up as a survey (which is the report). Input the answers and then click “Done” at Bottom.
The report will generally have a place to put our club details.
We’d like to feature what your club is doing
so send us an article and photos
before the 20th of the month before publication
to Susan DeVon, AKTION Administrator at
susancdevon@gmail.com.

Those clubs attending the September 2012
AKTION Club Camp/Convention, if you would
like a 2013 tab to go below your Camp/
Convention banner patch, send an e-mail to
gschleicher1@wowway.com with your mailing address and one will be sent to you.

IN MEMORIUM
Gary B. Dygert (Monroe AKTION Club) AKTION Club Governor 2009-2010

MEMORIES OF 2013 CONVENTION
SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2013
VESTABERG, MICHIGAN

THANKS TO ALL FOR MAKING THIS
A GREAT & FUN WEEKEND!
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MEMORIES OF 2013 CONVENTION

RECONNECTING WITH OLD FRIENDS
& MAKING NEW FRIENDS!

THANKS TO GORDON SCHLEICHER FOR PROVIDING THE 2013 CONVENTION PHOTOS.

