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Aktion Club members have a wide variety of ability levels.  It’s what makes Aktion Club a unique, diverse, and vibrant program.  

Kiwanians are being entrusted to become valuable adult mentors in the lives of these individuals, and thus, need to be concerned 

with their safety and protection.  The following guidelines from Kiwanis International should be read, understood, and put into 

practice when working with Aktion Club members.   

Use of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco: While attending any Kiwanis event, Aktion Club members will follow guide-

lines set forth by the conference center/camp/hotel regarding alcoholic beverages and tobacco use. 

Reporting: If a Kiwanian, chaperone, or anyone observes troubling behavior involving a member at an event or be-

comes aware of a situation that is illegal or potentially unsafe, he/she must immediately contact the appropriate person-

nel at the event as well as provide notification to law enforcement personnel as appropriate.  All local, state, provincial, 

and federal laws regarding reporting must be followed.   

Overnight Stays: If planning or attending an Aktion Club event that requires overnight stay in a hotel or camp/

conference setting, consult with the agency and the members’ legal guardians for their expectations for chaperoning.  

Chaperone:  A chaperone is defined as a Kiwanis member, agency member, parent, legal guardian, or person who is in 

loco parentis, twenty-one (21) years of age or older, that has been approved by the agency or Kiwanis Club and regis-

tered with the agency or Kiwanis Club to accompany the members at the specific event.  

Transportation: All transportation decisions should be made in accordance with local laws and agency policies.   

Medications: The possession of prescription and non-prescription medications at a Kiwanis event should be permitted 

and handled by a member’s caregiver and chaperone when necessary.   

Criminal History Background Checks: Criminal history background checks for adults working with members may be 

required for all such adults and if conducted should conform to applicable local and state/provincial laws and require-

ments.  In the absence of any other requirement to do so, Kiwanis clubs are required to have a clear background check 

of any member serving as advisor to any Service Leadership Program club, program or activity. Clubs are strongly en-

couraged to ensure confidential background checks for all adults who will be working directly with Aktion Club mem-

bers or who may not have undergone a background check.  

Conflicts with Other Rules: Whenever these guidelines conflict with agency policies or rules, or local state/provincial, 

or national laws or regulations, the highest applicable standards for conduct shall prevail.   
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Personal Information: All documents bearing personal information of any Aktion Club member attending a Kiwanis 

event, including registration forms, medical information forms, permission to treat forms, etc. should be treated as con-

fidential.  Processes that protect this information must be created, including minimizing the number of people who have 

access to any such documents.  The documents shall be maintained a minimum of three years or longer as may be re-

quired by applicable state/provincial laws and regulations.  After the maintenance period has expired, the documents 

shall be destroyed in a way that maintains confidentiality, such as shredding.  The disposal and destruction of all confi-

dential information shall conform to applicable state/provincial laws and regulations. 

Social Media: For any social networking site that involves requesting a connection (such as inviting someone to be a 

friend on Facebook), Kiwanis members should never initiate such connections with Aktion Club members. If an Aktion 

Club member requests such a connection from a Kiwanian, he/she should use their best judgment in responding.  

Adults should treat their interaction with members on social networking sites as though the interaction were occurring 

in public, in front of other adults and members.  In other words, if it would not be appropriate to say something to a 

member in public, it should not be said as a comment on a social networking site either.  Kiwanians should refrain from 

interactions that can be seen as excessive (such as constantly “liking” or commenting on a person’s posts on Facebook). 

Prior to posting any media online, such as photographs, obtain permission from any and all individuals (or parents or 

guardians) that appear in that media; it could be illegal to do otherwise. (See Kiwanis International Policy B for com-

plete social media guidelines.) 

Behavioral or Health Issues: Kiwanians are often seen by an Aktion Club member as someone to trust with personal 

and/or sensitive information. Kiwanians should refrain from counseling members and should instead find, or assist the 

member in finding, appropriate expert assistance.  

Education: Every Kiwanis club that sponsors an Aktion Club is expected to inform and educate its members on these 

guidelines, best practices, and what individuals must do when aware of Aktion Club members in potentially harmful 

situations. This education must occur annually, including providing a copy of these guidelines to each club member.  

 

Every Kiwanis district is expected to provide an educational forum or workshop at every district event on guidelines 

and best practices for interactions with Aktion Club members, using materials provided by Kiwanis International. 

 

############# 

AKTION CLUB GUIDELINES  continued from Page 1 

2013 Camp/Convention  September 20-21, 2013 
  

We'll be at the same location as the last two years, Vestaburg Michigan. 
We'll enjoy the same fun with mini golf, s’mores over the campfire, seven foot 
banana split, craft project, service project, club/group photo, T-shirt, poster and 
speech contests, awards, and election of Aktion Club Governor Elect.   All for 
$20pp.  We will also have a talent show with each club sharing their best act.   
Everyone on this mailing list was mailed the registration packet.  If you have 
questions or need more information email Carrie Anderson, registrar, at 
curtisc@ceicmh.org  

mailto:curtisc@ceicmh.org


 

 

As part of the 

Westside Kiwanis 

Satellite Club our 

Aktion Club is the 

highlight of our month. I am a retired nurse, we 

started the Aktion Club three years ago. We have 

attended District conventions, just gave our Hospi-

tality House in Kalamazoo $500.00. We are plan-

ning to have a bowl-a-thon in the fall. My greatest 

joy is seeing the happy smiles and hearing "I love 

you. Thanks for making this club. It makes us feel 

like real people"  

 Myrna Shelley,  

 Kalamazoo Aktion Club Zone Advisor  

 

Zone 3 includes the following clubs:  Caledonia, 

Hope (Grand Rapids) and Jackson. 

Myna Shelly with an 

Aktion Club member 

CLUB WALKS FOR AUTISM 

On April 27th six Charlevoix/Bergmann Center Aktion Club 

members and two advisors participated in the 2nd annual 

Walk for Autism Acceptance in Boyne City, Mi.  The walk 

was sponsored by North Country community Mental 

Health.  We had a wonderful time seeing friends and 

meeting new ones.  The walk was along the beautiful 

Lake Charlevoix and about a half mile in length.  All indi-

viduals with Autism Spectrum Disorder, family, friends 

and the community were invited to join the walk.  After 

the walk we socialized and had fun congratulating people 

who won some great prizes!  We were told that the total 

number of participants was 125 this year and the coordi-

nators hope to continue to increase that number every 

year.  Eric, who is an Aktion Club member stated about 

the walk, “I think this was an important cause to support 

even if I had to get up early”.  

 

Jerry Jones Zone 6 Advisor 

ZONE 6  
includes the 
following 
clubs: Detroit 
Helping Out, 
Macomb Academy, Shelby Area, Warren,  
Wyandotte & Monroe. 

Jerry Jones has been retired from 
Detroit Public Schools. As a former 
special education teacher and 
school counselor she brings over 
nineteen years of teaching experi-
ence to the AKTION Club. She is a 
member of Kiwanis Detroit #1. It 
has been a slow start to becoming 
an Aktion advisor but she is looking 
forward to coming to the meetings 
in her zone. You can invite her to 
your meeting by e-mailing her 
jerjo52@yahoo.com .  

We’d like to feature what 
your club is doing so send us 
an article and photos before 
the 20th of the month before 
publication to Gordon Schleicher, 
Administrator at 
 gschleicher1@wowway.com. 

mailto:jerjo52@yahoo.com

